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A Word from Our Principal...
Thanks to Our Parent Community
As we approach the end of the 2015-16 school year, it is a good time to look back
and recognize what a difference our community has made in the success of Maple
Grove.
Perhaps most important, we faced challenges this year that tested the morale of
our teaching corps and threatened the future of Maple Grove as we know it. Our
community spoke up in force to support our teachers, and stood tall in the face of
proposed changes.
Each year our PTA amazes me, and this year was stronger than ever. Special thanks
go to our dedicated board -- Liz Renneker, Jenney Thompson, Tamara Merkert,
Katie Withers, Emily Melancon, Cora Rice, and Mindy Kopser -- who spearheaded a
series of fun events and activities, fundraisers, financial support, bookkeeping, key
communications, and exciting new projects. Our school garden is nearing completion
(with a special nod to Mike and Nancy Brown for their extraordinary efforts around
project design and management), our new STEM Lab took shape, we continued to
invest in technology, and we added support for teacher professional development,
just to name a few highlights.
Big thanks go also to the parents who coordinated major events: Gianna Ficco Gallop at the Grove; Heather Gothard - REACH Reading Week; Terri Lombardi and
Malisa Eakins - Talent Show; Dan Walsh, Margy Wilson, Tamara Merkert,
and Jenney Thompson - Gala; Nicole Aulik and Stephanie Novello - Grove Gallery;
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
Heather Gutherless - Science Fair; and Tamara Merkert - Field Day.
Thanks also to the countless parents who helped with the events above, all the fun
parties, and many other activities and fundraisers. Thanks to our WatchDOGS, who
donated a day or more of their time to be a security presence and assist the school,
while communicating the importance of fathers and other adult males in a child's
education. Thank you to our wise PIE Board, who provided oversight and helped us
navigate tricky waters.
On behalf of our staff, thank you to all of you for being so involved in your children's
education, for volunteering in classrooms, and for partnering with us to educate
your children. We hear so much how Maple Grove is special in no small part because
of its parent involvement, but let us not forget that each year is a brand new year,
and it takes a village to sustain the support that makes such a difference. I know that
we could not accomplish near what we can without that support, and I thank you for
that blessing.
With appreciation,
Ian Stone

Calendar
May
13

Field Day

25

No School - Memorial Day

27

Last day of school for 6th graders

28

Last day of school for K-5th graders
Kindergarten graduation at 9 am
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Gifted and Talented News
Can you feel the excitement and enthusiasm as it flows from the GT Lab in Cottage 1?
Through the exceptional generosity of the PTA, Maple Grove now has a 3D Printer.
That is BIG news. Not many elementary schools have access to this kind of
technology. Our printer is a Lulzbot TAZ 5, and was manufactured right in our
backyard in Loveland, Colorado. The students are fascinated with the fact that many
parts of the 3D printer were made from a 3D printer! Students are becoming familiar
with and exploring how 3D printing works. We have begun looking at ways to begin
programming in "sketchup-make" (free downloadable computer software) so that
they will be able to start designing their own ideas and make them "come to life" by
printing them. What a remarkable learning tool! Thank you to the parents of Maple
Grove for helping foster state-of-the-art, 21st century learning!

PTA News
Garden
The Garden is really progressing! The students have been
growing seedlings in their classrooms and they will be
ready to plant in the garden later this month.
A big thank you to everyone who has donated both their
time and money to the garden!! Many families have been
coming on their already busy weekends to help with this
wonderful addition to our school. The next day you can come help is
Sunday, May 17, 10-3pm. If you are busy that day, come for just an hour, the more
the better! Also, bring your kids. They have all had fun helping and playing together
while the adults work on the garden.
This year the garden has raised $4,400! The Whole Foods Bag donation program
brought in over $1,600. Thank you Liz Renneker for coordinating with Whole Foods.
While the Gala donations totaled over $2,200, thank you everyone for your
generosity. Then the Chipotle Grizzly Gathering earned us almost $500. All this
money will help make this garden spectacular!
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PTA News, continued...
Garden

Upcoming Events
Kindergarten Graduation
The Kindergarten classes will be celebrating the end of the year on May 28 at 9am.
Ms. Cheer will be holding her graduation in the cafeteria while Ms. Booth will be
celebrating in her classroom. There will be cake following the ceremony and then the
Kindergarten students will be dismissed for the day.
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Maple Grove Events
The Grove Gallery
The Grove Gallery & Reception was held on April 9th featuring spectacular artwork
from students in K-6th grade, a self-directed tour of Ms. Wolfe's art room, and
musical performances by Ms. Baker's Maple Grove Chorus and some musicians from
Manning's orchestra. Thanks to all the artists, Nicole Aulik and Stephanie Novello, all
the volunteers, and the guests in making the evening such a success!
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Maple Grove Events., continued...
Science Fair
Another fun and successful year for the Maple Grove Science
Fair. Students and families enjoyed celebrating all the hard
work they put into their projects and the discoveries they
made. Thank you Heather Gutherless and all the other
volunteers who made it possible.
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