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News from the Principal: Michael Maffoni
Dear Maple Grove Families,

Important Dates:

I am hopeful the winter break was restful and memorable for everyone. As we
turn our calendars to begin another year, I welcome you back to school! We look
forward to a fabulous second half of the 2010-2011 school year. Welcome Back!

January:

District Aligned Curriculum

∗ 5-24 : Choice Enrollment Round
One
∗

6: 6:00 pm 2011 Kdg Parent
Orientation Night– Gym

∗ 7: Midterms Issued
∗

12: 8:00 PTA General Meeting
Cafeteria

∗ 12,19 &26: 2011-12 Kdg Classroom Visits
∗ 13: 8:35-11:30 Grade 4 to CSM
Geology Museum
∗ 14: 9-1 Grade 2 @ Stock Show
∗ 14: 1:00-2:30 Geo Bee – Gym
∗ 17: NO SCHOOL MLK Day
∗ 18-24: Maple Grove Kdg Registration for 2011-2012
∗ 21: 1:00-2:30– Maple
GroveSpelling Bee– Gym
∗ 24:2:30-3:00– PIE meeting
∗ 26: 9:00-11:30 Wheat Ridge
Area Spelling Bee @ Everitt
Middle School
∗ 27: 9:00– 12:45 Grade 4
@Golden History Museum

The upcoming second semester is packed with learning for all students in all
grade levels. Take a glance at Jeffco’s curriculum via the link: http://
www.jeffcopublicschools.org/academics/grades/kindergarten.html to see what your
child will be learning about in the coming months. Accessing the CAP document
is a great way to stay abreast of grade level learning and a super conversation
starter with your child. If you haven’t done so already, I encourage you to peruse
Jeffco’s curriculum link.
PTA and PIE
I want to extend an invitation to all parents/guardians to become an active member of PTA and/or PIE (Partners in Education). Both are outstanding organizations that benefit all students at Maple Grove. PTA works diligently to coordinate
school-wide functions, after school clubs, support various committees, etc. at Maple Grove. PIE meets to align school goals with State Accreditation requirements.
They also discuss District issues, providing a voice from Maple Grove. Both PTA
and PIE work tirelessly to better our school through parent involvement and outreach programs in our community. Please watch our school’s calendar and the
marquee in front of the building for meeting dates and times. We always love to
see new faces at our meetings. All are welcome!
Positive Behavior Support Program
In December, Maple Grove launched our new PAWS program, and we want our
parents to know about it. The PAWS program is Maple Grove’s own rendition of a
PBS program. PBS (Positive Behavior Support) is a nationally recognized research-based behavior program that focuses on using positive supports to guide
and improve student behavior. Maple Grove’s PAWS program has four main
goals: 1) To recognize students who exhibit positive behaviors we want the Maple
Grove student body to emulate (Safe, Responsible, Respectful); 2) To improve the
school-wide discipline system and school climate; 3) To maximize instructional
time to increase learning and academic achievement; and 4) To improve communication and collaboration among school faculty and our community.
There are three types of recognition with the PAWS program. First, a student can
earn a PAW for demonstrating behavior that fits into one of the program’s criteria
(Safe, Responsible, Respectful). Any staff member will award this PAW “token” to
the student. Students can redeem their PAWs at the PAW Store two times a at a
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a month. (A detailed schedule will be sent home at a later date.) Shopping times at the PAWs store will be
before and after school from 7:45 to 7:55 AM and 2:30 to 2:45 PM.
Secondly, each classroom will be working to earn PAWs for their class. Adults in the building will look for
class behaviors and award PAWs accordingly (i.e. quiet lines in the hallway, excellent behavior at an assembly). Classroom teachers will work with students to design a reward once a PAWs goal is met. For example,
the class may earn PAWs to enjoy a popcorn party or extra recess minutes.
Thirdly, once a month, beginning this February, Maple Grove will honor one child per classroom that exemplifies the behaviors of Safe, Responsible, and Respectful. These “Golden PAW” recipients will have individual
pictures displayed in the school’s main hallway and be recognized at a monthly assembly. Golden PAW award
winners will also be invited to enjoy a catered lunch, from California Pizza Kitchen, with the principal.
We are excited to get the PAWs program going as our new year is here! Watch for updates/information to
come home, as needed, regarding implementation. We are looking forward to acknowledging great behavior
from our Maple Grove Grizzlies!
CSAP
Finally, as the second semester commences, we begin to think forward to the required assessments that are an
integral part of the months ahead. CSAP (Colorado Student Assessment Program) will begin for our 3rd graders in early February with a Reading test. Then, throughout the month of March, prior to Spring Break,
grades 4th-6th will engage in testing of Reading, Writing, Math and Science (3rd graders will also test in Writing and Math). These tests vary by grade level, and the length of time varies as well. Please watch for future
notes home and information in the February Maple Leaf for a detailed testing schedule. We encourage you to
look closely at the upcoming information so that you can schedule any appointments, lunches, etc. around
these testing times. Children tend to perform at a higher level when they eat a full breakfast and are tested
at the same time as their peers.
Again, welcome back to Maple Grove as we are excited for a great beginning of 2011! I hope to see you around
Maple Grove in the weeks to come.
Sincerely,
Michael Maffoni
Principal

Volume 2, Issue 4

Page 3

New Pricing For School Lunch
Parents will want to take note that Jeffco Public Schools will be increasing school lunch prices effective Monday, Feb. 7, 2011. School lunch will increase 50 cents at both the elementary and secondary level. Breakfast
will increase 25 cents. There will not be any changes in pricing for reduced price meals.
Elementary lunch (K-6) prices will go from $2.00 to $2.50
Secondary lunch (7-12) prices will go from $2.50 to $3.00
Elementary breakfast (K-6) prices will go from $1.25 to $150
Secondary breakfast (7-12) prices will go from $1.50 to $1.75

Through this increase in school lunch prices, the district will be in compliance with the Healthy, Hunger-Free
Kids Act of 2010 which requires the district to meet federal guidelines by the 2011-12 school year. We are required to meet new federal guidelines which include making school meals healthier. Parents will see the following improvements in the school lunch program:
-Increase in fresh fruits and vegetables
-More locally-produced foods
-Increase in whole grain foods offered
-Less processed food/more cook-from-scratch items
School lunch is funded through an Enterprise Fund which means that the program is financially selfsupported without the use of district dollars. Under the current price structure, the school lunch program is
no longer able to absorb increased costs and must raise the price to support the program. The results of a survey last month revealed that most Jeffco parents (over 80 percent) are supportive of an increase in prices to
improve the school lunch program.

Grove Gallery
If your child loves to create and still wants to submit artwork ( visual, photography,

or sculpture ) for participation in the Grove Gallery on the evening of Thursday, February 10th, please email or call Tina Glass @ 303-252-1528/tglass21@gmail.com or
Liz Lautrup @ 303-278-4130 or lsutrupdlj@msn.com by Friday, January
14th. Please include your child's name, grade, and phone number.
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Colorado Department of Education (CDE) School Performance Frameworks
State Accreditation is the Colorado Department of Education's annual accreditation assessment report for school districts. The accreditation process is a comprehensive system which reviews many performance indicators in school districts,
including academic achievement and growth for students in reading, writing, math, and science.
CDE’s new District Performance Framework (“DPF”) and School Performance Framework (“SPF”) reports provide
information about the levels of attainment in each of the four key performance indicators:
Academic Achievement
Academic Growth
Academic Growth Gaps
Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (high school only).
For districts, the overall evaluation leads to their accreditation.
For schools, the overall evaluation leads to the type of plan schools will implement.
DISTRICT ACCREDITATION AND SCHOOL PLAN CATEGORIES
The District Performance Framework (DPF) assigns to each district one of five accreditation categories:
1) Accredited with Distinction: The district meets or exceeds statewide attainment on the performance
indicators and is required to adopt and implement a Performance Plan.
2) Accredited: The district meets statewide attainment on the performance indicators and is required to
adopt and implement a Performance Plan.
3) Accredited with Improvement Plan: The district is required to adopt and implement an Improvement
Plan.
4) Accredited with Priority Improvement Plan: The district is required to adopt and implement a Priority
Improvement Plan.
5) Accredited with Turnaround Plan: The district is required to adopt and implement a Turnaround
Plan.
Jeffco Schools is Accredited and is assigned a Performance Plan.
The School Performance Framework (SPF) assigns to each school one of four plan types:
1) Performance Plan: The school meets or exceeds statewide attainment on the performance indicators
and is required to adopt and implement a Performance Plan.
2) Improvement Plan: The school is required to adopt and implement an Improvement Plan.
3) Priority Improvement Plan: The school is required to adopt and implement a Priority Improvement
Plan.
4) Turnaround Plan: The school is required to adopt and implement a Turnaround Plan.
The SPF for (School Name) assigns our school a (Type of Plan).
For additional information on accreditation, please contact (Principal’s Name)
Additional information is available at http://www.schoolview.org/
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Twice-Exceptional Student News
Tuesday, January 18th, 2011
6:30-8:30 pm
Jefferson County Education Center, Building #27, 5th Floor
1829 Denver West Drive, Golden, CO 80401
Drawing from her 20+ years of experience working with gifted and twice-exceptional children as a school psychologist, educator and parent, Marlo will begin with an overview of the unique relationships between intelligence, sensory
stimulation, and energy. These factors can have a strong impact on learning, social and emotional function, and the
mental and physical health of our gifted and twice-exceptional (2E) population. Therefore balance, self-advocacy
and resiliency are important goals in the home and school. Marlo has been recognized for her work by People Magazine, the Special Educator, ADDitude Magazine, the New York Times, National Public Radio and numerous local
venues.
Attendees are invited to submit questions regarding the needs of twice-exceptional children prior to the seminar. Drawing from these questions throughout her presentation, Marlo will offer real-life tools and strategies for identifying and meeting the most pressing challenges for twice-exceptional individuals. Send your seminar question for
Marlo to question4jeffcogifted@gmail.com
No need to RSVP for this FREE educational evening for parents and educators (donations at the door appreciated).
Babysitting is not provided. Cancellations or Changes announced on 303-982-6650.
A flyer for more information about this event and to share with your GT and special needs support community:
http://bit.ly/hk3hRB
See Jefferson County Association for Gifted Children: www.jeffcogifted.org
Also a flyer regarding a twice-exceptional Professional Development opportunity on Jan 19th is available at:
http://bit.ly/ghoypn

Don’t forget all of
the wonderful
local businesses that
support the Maple
Grove
students and staff!

