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A Word from Our Principal...
Update on Online Safety
It is a fact of life that we live in an age of rapid technological change. This includes
increasingly younger access to technology in the world around us. At Maple Grove, we
limit access at K-2, and have 1:1 devices at 3-6. We primarily use Google apps,
including Gmail. Unfortunately, we have seen some inappropriate use of Gmail among
students, mostly along the lines of unhealthy social interactions and inappropriate
language. We had one situation where a student apparently logged in as another
student to send inappropriate messages.
Our challenge is to keep students safe, while creating an environment where they can
learn how to use technology in healthy, productive ways. For the most part, the
devices we use have opened up wonderful possibilities for learning, and we have been
able to manage the safety well. We are now at a point where we need to tighten
things up.
As we move forward, we are taking the following actions:
1. Implementing unique passwords for all 1:1 devices
2. Suspending for now the use of Gmail at Grades 3-4
3. Planning an assembly for students in Grades 3-6 this spring on digital safety
4. Scheduling an internet safety presentation with the Sheriff's office in the fall
5. Working with PTA on a showing of the film documentary, "Screenagers"
6. Continuing to monitor and teach safe use in the classroom
We encourage parents to consider carefully what devices and apps you allow your
student to access at what age, and what limits are appropriate. Have open, ongoing
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
conversations with your student about internet safety. Similarly, we believe it is a
teacher's and parent's right and responsibility to monitor digital use closely. It's okay
to be in a child's business while they are learning how to interact online in a healthy
way. Read their texts, posts, and email on a regular basis.
Schools and parents/caregivers are in a great position to partner around supporting
children in learning to navigate the digital world in a way that promotes learning and
allows them to engage with others online in a healthy way. We take this
responsibility seriously and look forward to continuing to work together in the
students' best interests.
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
April
3

Students return from Spring Break

6

Gala Sponsor Photo Shoot – BUY HERE

7

Science Fair Registration Due - REGISTER HERE
Party Bus – BUY HERE

9

Booty and Booze (Exercise class and Mimosas) – BUY HERE

22

Safe Parenting Workshop at Red Rocks Elementary School
Dads’ Appleneck Party – BUY HERE

25

Science Fair

28

Early Release, no lunch served
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News from PTA
2017 GOLDEN GALA – Going Back to Prom
In its 11th year, the 2017 Golden Gala fundraiser celebrated another fantastic and
successful event at the beautiful Club at Rolling Hills on Saturday March 11th. This
year’s theme was PROM, and whether you loved or hated yours, this was an
opportunity to pick a decade, dress up, and just come have fun. And, Maple Grove
friends and families did just that. With a huge turnout of over 130 attendees, the ladies pulled out the taffeta
and the gentlemen dusted off the old letterman jackets and tuxedos and came ready to party. From the
nostalgic balloon arch, dancing the night away with the DJ, meeting new neighbors, and crowning Prom Queen
Elizabeth Dehm and Prom King Blair Simpson, no doubt everyone had a great time.
But most important was the generous support of Maple Grove families raising over $30,000 through ticket
sales, both the silent and lives auctions, teacher experiences, and experience parties - exceeding last year’s
total! Friendly bidding wars for exciting prizes such as new skis, a weekend in Winter Park, a spa package at
Woodhouse Day Spa, and the delightful artwork created by the students really raised the bar this year.
Because of your support, Maple Grove will be able to purchase Chromebooks through a technology fund, grant
teacher wish lists, enhance the DHH program, and send teachers to valuable educational conferences. Our
students are very fortunate to have such a supportive community to enhance learning and provide the very
best for the kids.
For those of you who attended, thank you so much for coming out and hope to see you again next year. This is
also a great opportunity for new families to meet the Maple Grove community and get involved. Special thanks
go out to all the volunteers, individuals and businesses who donated auction items, and time invested in
making this event a success. Stay tuned for volunteer opportunities for next year. Everybody is encouraged to
get involved and bring their ideas to keep this fundraising event a success year after year.
Thanks to Jamie Striplin of Crystaline Photography & Video for the photos of the evening.
http://www.crystalinephoto.com
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News from PTA, continued...
2017 GOLDEN GALA – Going Back to Prom

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district.
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Science Fair - April 25
Has your son ever asked you how airplanes fly? Or your daughter
inquire what rainbows are made of? Encourage them to answer
their own science questions by participating in the Science Fair!
It’s a fun – and empowering – way for students to explore the
world of science.
The 2017 Science Fair will be held on Tuesday, April 25.
Students from any grade (K-6) can participate.
Here’s how it works: Each participant thinks of a science
question, then conducts experiments or research to determine the answer. Participants then build a display
board to showcase their results. Plan to have your child set up his/her project in the gym after school on
Monday, April 24. A friend can do this for you, if needed.
During school on Tuesday, April 25, all students visit the Science Fair to view the projects, and visiting scientists
from the community meet with each participant to discuss what was learned.
Invite grandparents, friends, parents and other relatives far and wide to see your child's project and all the
others at our celebration, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 25. We'll have project awards for years of participation
and for fun, offer light refreshments, and celebrate the kids who have participated in the fair. Please plan to
take your project home with you that evening.
Please fill out the Registration Form by Friday, April 7, if your student is interested in participating.

Safe Parenting Workshop - April 22
On Saturday, April 22 from 10-2 the Red Rocks Elementary PTA will be hosting a safe parenting workshop
designed to empower adults to keep children safe from sexual abuse. Feather Berkower is a leader in child
sexual abuse prevention. Maple Grove has hosted her in the past and participants have been overwhelmingly
pleased with the information and empowerment gained at her workshops. It is a highly recommended
workshop for all parents and caregivers. To register, please visit www.parentingsafechildren.com. Questions?
Please contact Jessica Angerman – Red Rocks PTA Membership Chair, 303-912-9112.
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From Christy Belmar, Maple Grove Social Worker
Ways To Build Responsibility and Increase Work Production In Your Student
Sometimes is can be quite the challenge to get your student to complete homework without a fuss. Kids spend
a lot of time at school thinking and working hard, only to come home to complete homework, which can
sometimes create chaos in our homes. Here are some suggestions to help manage the workload at home.
 Give your child a snack and a break. Let them have a few minutes to run around outside, throw a ball, or

play with a pet. Giving kids down time to reset from school can increase their stamina when they
attempt their homework. Also, healthy snacks (try celery and peanut butter, cheese and crackers, fruit
and milk), will help the frontal lobe of their brains reengage with learning.
 Sit with your child or nearby. Having you nearby helps kids focus and not become distracted by other
things. It is especially helpful if you can ask them about their work, or have them read their writing or
math to you. It shows you care about the work they are completing and increases their focus to the
tasks. Also, reading out loud to parents increases fluency and comprehension of the material.
 Turn off electronics. Reducing distractions by turning off phones, iPads, and TVs will increase the
likelihood homework is completed. Sometimes using devices as a reward for work being completed can
help motivate a student to work harder as well.
 Have a homework spot. Having a specific area where your student always works is very helpful. It builds
routine and signals the brain that it is “time to think now.” Make sure the area is cleaned off, only
homework available to the student, and make sure there are supplies around as well (pencils, erasers,
paper).

