The Maple Leaf Newsletter
Handy Links
Maple Grove
Elementary
Maple Grove PTA
Jeffco Public Schools
Maple Grove Principal
Twitter Feed

September 2016

A Word from Our Principal...
Welcome to the 2016-17 School Year
Another school year is off and running! It has been so fun to see the smiling faces of
your children returning to Maple Grove. What a great job we have, to be able to
work with them every day, helping them to fulfill their potential and experience the
joys of childhood.
Updates as we start the year:
 We have a Buddy Bench in our back play area, in honor of Drake Durkee, who
was a friend to everyone. Students who are feeling left out or lonely can sit on
the bench, which invites other students to befriend them and give them
someone to talk to and play with
 A Drake Durkee Award for Character has been established to honor a sixth
grader each year who exemplifies the character traits of Kindness, Courage, and
Positive Attitude. Marilou Killian was honored in May
 A third classroom has been added at 1st grade to reduce class size, and
Kindergarten class size is back to normal
 Teacher retention is now over 96%, as 25 of our 26 teaching staff returned to
their same position
 We added a new position of Student Support Specialist ("Kid Whisperer"), which
was landed by Mrs. Nia Schaller, no surprise!
 Mrs. Schaller and Mrs. Belmear designed and outfitted a Sensory Room, for
students who are escalated in their emotional state, or who proactively need
relief from excess stimuli
 Jeffco has now funded clinic aides full-time, so we have Mrs. Church here seven
hours (vs. five hours previously)
continued...
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...




Mrs. Clain recently had to leave our staff for health reasons, so we are looking for
a new paraprofessional
Mrs. Pike is now our library paraprofessional
Joining us this year are Ms. Joanie Lodico, Principal's/Financial Secretary; Ms.
Sharon Jeffrey, 1st grade; Mrs. Desiree Johnson, 1st grade paraprofessional; Mrs.
Candice Reid, Kindergarten paraprofessional in Ms. Meinecke's classroom; Mrs.
Debra Stone, paraprofessional; Mrs. Halie Padilla, music; and Mrs. Beth Watts,
instructional coach/tech support
 See photos of our new staff here

Most important, our staff is hard at work creating an engaging, meaningful year of
learning for your children. We look forward to partnering with you on this journey!
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal
Parents, Staff, and Students before the First Day Parade
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Upcoming Events
September
1

Skate City Arvada Fundraiser 6 - 8 PM

5

No School, Labor Day

9

Applewood HOA movie at Maple Grove Park 7:30pm

15

WatchDOG Meeting

18

Farmer’s 5000 Elementary School Challenge

23

Start of the Grizzly Reading Challenge

23

Early Release

Maple Grove Events
Maple Grove School Garden
The school garden, located within the fenced area just south of the school, has had a
banner year for produce. The students and teachers, with some parent volunteer
help, planted the garden last spring. Now being served daily in the cafeteria,
homegrown cucumbers, tomatoes and other veggies are adding to student’s healthy
meals. The garden also supported a Farmer’s Market fundraiser at the open house in
August. Thank you to all the people who bought pesto, peaches, veggies and rice
krispie treats to help support the 5th/6th grade educational trip to Washington DC.
Also, thank you to the garden committee members and family volunteers who helped
keep the garden in great shape over the summer!

The Maple Leaf

September 2016

Page 4

Maple Grove Events, continued...
Grizzly Growl - October 2, 2016 9:00 AM
Join us to run, walk, or cheer! Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to
join the fun at our Grizzly Growl 5K run. This family-friendly race will raise
money for the Maple Grove PTA; ensuring our students, faculty and school
have the tools they need to help our kids succeed. Our mission is to
encourage physical fitness, sportsmanship and foster a personal
commitment to community...with lots of fun mixed in!

Register HERE!

Grizzly Reading Challenge
Watch your Friday Folders for more information about this amazing fundraiser. A win-win fundraiser that asks
parents, grandparents, family members, or friends to support our school and support our kids’ reading at the
same time! Your kids commit to reading a pre-determined amount for a week, and PTA sends postcards or
emails to the addresses you provide, asking for financial donations, supporting the kids’ commitments to
reading. The reading fun begins September 23!

Farmer’s 5000 Elementary School Challenge (5k Race)
The Farmer’s 5000 is Wheat Ridge High School’s main fundraiser and an
important community event. Area elementary schools are challenged to get
students registered for the event. Our school could win $500!
Register today to participate in the Farmer's 5000 Elementary school
challenge on September 18. The school with the highest percentage of
participation will win $500!!
Maple Grove won this contest a couple of years ago – we can do it again!
It is $10/student if you register with cash or check – registration forms will
be coming home in Friday folders or $11.60 if you register online.
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Maple Grove Events, continued...
WATCH D.O.G.S. – Dads of Great Students
Dads/father figures: Please come to the informational meeting on September 15
at 7pm to learn and share about the WATCH DOGS program at Maple Grove and
how you can be involved. Pizza served!
“WATCH D.O.G.S. is a one-of-a-kind, school-based father involvement program
that works to support education and safety.
As a program of the National Center for Fathering, we have more than 5,348
registered schools in 47 states that participate in the WATCH D.O.G.S. program, in
addition to participation in China, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and Barbados.
Who are WatchDOGS? Fathers, grandfathers, step-fathers, uncles, and other father figures who volunteer to
serve at least one day a year in a variety of school activities as assigned by the school principal or other
administrator.”
Learn more at http://www.fathers.com/watchdogs/
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Staff Spotlight
The 2016-2017 school year brings 7 new staff members to our Maple Grove community.
Meet two of them in this month’s newsletter…

Joanie Lodico
Joanie Lodico is our new Principal’s/Financial Secretary,
replacing Cheri Rencehausen, who retired last year. Joanie
worked at Meiklejohn Elementary in Arvada for 9 years and spent the last two
years working at the Jeffco Schools Education Center. She missed the students,
families and community of working in an elementary school, so is happy to be back
in a school setting. She is really enjoying getting to know Maple Grove’s staff and
families, feeling very welcomed by the whole MG community. A Colorado native,
Joanie spends her free time with her 3 grandchildren, as well as crafting, including
crocheting and quilting. Please welcome Joanie when you stop by the school office!

Beth Watts
Beth Watts is another new face in the halls of our school. Beth has been hired for a
new Instructional Coach position, collaborating with teachers to help them meet
their goals and increase student achievement. She will also be supporting
technology integration, helping teachers use technology effectively in the
classroom, as well as the support of Dreambox and Think Central, two tech-based
math supports. Beth is another Colorado native, a Wheat Ridge High School
graduate who has spent many years in Jeffco schools as a teacher of grades 3-5, an
instructional coach, and an elementary school principal. Beth loves working at
Maple Grove and is excited to get to know our families, students and community.
Outside of school, Beth is active, spending time running, hiking, biking, etc. She
also enjoys movies, reading and spending time with extended family. Please take a
moment to introduce yourself to Beth next time you stop by school!

From the GT Cottage
Parents of gifted children need access to a variety of resources, networking and support to help guide them through
their child's academic journey. The district GT department is offering a seminar on September 26, 2016 titled Social/
Emotional Supporting your GT Child. This will be a teacher and counselor facilitated group of sessions to discuss and
understand the social-emotional needs of gifted children. The speaker, Terry Bradley provides participants with
solid, well practiced material and resources to develop SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted) parent
discussion groups that both welcome and supports parents of gifted students. The session is 6:30-8:30 in the Denver
West Boardroom.

Other News from the GT Cottage
Do you know about the "Culture Pass"? The Culture Pass is your ticket to participating metro-area culture related
institutions. It is available to ANYone with a Jefferson County library card. Participating partners include; Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, Butterfly Pavilion, Denver Firefighters Museum, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Dinosaur
Ridge, Golden History Museum, History Colorado Center, Museum of Contemporary Art Denver, Molly Brown House,
Platte Valley Trolley; And the Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum.
Contact your local library for more details!!
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Classroom Connection
Adding In “PAUSE” by Christy Belmear, School Social
Worker
As we are getting back into the swing of school, it can be a
time of increased stress. Parents and students are
reacquainting themselves with the routine of early
mornings, school work, and after school activities. As we
all start up again, it is always a good reminder to build in
moments of “PAUSE.”

Learning to pause can be challenging when there are many things to get done and
limited time to do these tasks. Modeling how to stop and take a moment is a great
example to our children that self-care and building in calm within busy routines is
essential for good health. Here are some examples of adding in a “PAUSE” that your
family might try this week:
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Put down the devices! We are tempted to spend a lot of time online or
on our phones, however, having time without the devices might spark
important conversations and builds family cohesiveness.
Family game nights are always a hit. Board games or card games might
feel old fashioned but kids enjoy spending the time with parents doing
games. Try it!
Eat outside. Take your dinner outside and have a picnic or sit at an
outdoor table. Enjoy the breeze and being in nature together.
Take a family walk in the evening. Slow down the world by walking and
being quiet. Your children might surprise you and start telling you more
about their day, their friends, or their school lives.

Slowing down always brings a different perspective and allows us to find some
momentary calm. Try adding in a “PAUSE” with your family.

