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A Word from Our Principal...
A Community to be Thankful For
In this season of Thanksgiving, I am deeply thankful for our Maple Grove community.
As dissension swirls in our country and around the world, it seems that the place our
children attend elementary school remains a way for families to be connected, to
share a common interest, and to put our concerns in perspective.
It is evident in the outpouring of your support for our staff with the failure of 3A/3B
to pass, when as educators we might wonder if we are truly appreciated by our local
community. The answer appears to be a resounding yes.
It is evident in our recent Veterans Day ceremony, when our community came
together to honor no less than 26 veterans. (Our previous record was ten.) Every
student from Kindergarten through 6th grade showed their respect by sitting,
listening, and applauding at appropriate times for an hour straight. We can all be
proud of them. One veteran said, "We didn't get this kind of appreciation when we
came back from Vietnam, so this means a lot to me." There wasn't a dry eye in the
house. Jeffco Communications produced a short video of the ceremony, which you
can see here.
It is evident in the support for our families in need at this time of year, when there is
an overflow of food and donations for our Holiday Helpers program.
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
Most of all, it is evident in the kindness, generosity and support shown by all of you
throughout the year. Amid the inspiring yet exhausting work of educating children,
we are lifted up by your spirit of community, which unifies us in doing all that we can
to create a joyful, challenging, and meaningful education for the children to whom
we will pass on the reins of an increasingly complex world. May God bless you all.
In gratitude,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
December
5-8

Book Fair

7

Grove Gallery

8

Winter Choral Concert

14

PTA General Meeting

15

Winter Band Concert

16

“Laser Science” assembly

21

Winter Parties

22-8

Winter Break for students

News from the PTA
Grove Gallery and Reception December 7, 2016
Hopefully your student artist has already completed the
participation form to be part of the annual Grove Gallery
and Reception. Art will be collected a few days prior, watch
for information regarding drop-off times.
Even if your student is not participating as an artist, all are welcome to check out the
art, listen to a performance by the Maple Grove Choir and see Ms. Wolf’s art studio
and the latest in ceramics.
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Maple Grove School Garden
Thank you to Nancy and Mike Brown and all of the volunteers
who helped to clean up the school garden. Chipotle made a
generous donation of lunch for all who helped and we were
done in no time! We look forward to prepping and planting
the garden with students in the spring! Let it snow!
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Girls on the Run
Girls on the Run finished their 2016 season with a 5k at Washington Park on November 6. It was another great
season with Coaches Jane Ambro and Cathy Rossano volunteering their time to help the girls with running and
efforts to be joyful, healthy, and confident. Thank you Coach Jane and Coach Cathy!
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Staff Spotlight
We were lucky to have 8 new staff members join us this year. In previous issues of the
Maple Leaf, you were introduced to Joanie Lodico, Beth Watts, Halie Padilla, and Jill
Jespersen. Today, meet the other 4 staff members who joined Maple Grove for the
2016-2017 school year.

Sharon Linn-Jeffrey
Sharon Linn-Jeffrey was hired into a new position as a third 1st grade teacher,
teaming with Ms. Ramaker and Ms. Munson. We’ve got a big group of kids in
this particular grade (68 currently), which Mr. Stone anticipates will continue
to necessitate a third classroom at their grade level, following them
throughout the course of their time at Maple Grove. So, a teaching position is
likely to follow them throughout, although exactly which teacher will fill the
position each year is yet to be determined.
This is Ms. Jeffrey’s 25th year in education. Having spent many years teaching
in classrooms K-5, she shifted to 12 years at the school district office working
on science curriculum and professional development as well as 1 year as an
instructional coach. She says it was high time to get back in the classroom – she really wanted to be with kids.
Working in her own community is special for Ms. Jeffrey. She lives in Applewood Knolls and grew up here in
Applewood, attending Tanglewood Elementary (now Litz Preschool) when she lived on Eldridge as a small child
and later attending Prospect Valley Elementary. She loves the feeling of community at Maple Grove, as
evidenced by the Veteran’s Day program recently held at the school. She is appreciative of the parents being so
welcoming and feeling like she’s a big part of the kids’ lives.
Outside of school, she dedicates herself to her 2 boys, a senior and a sophomore at Wheat Ridge High School.
She says her kids and her 2 dogs are her life. She keeps busy with them, including snowboarding in the winter
and supporting the boys’ swimming all year round.

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district.
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Staff Spotlight, continued...
Desiree Johnson
Desiree Johnson is a paraprofessional at Maple Grove,
working mostly with 1st grade, and also with the
kindergarten music program. She has experience teaching
and substituting in private schools. She is excited to be
learning new things at Maple Grove by working with such
excellent teachers and supportive staff members. She’s
excited by the opportunity to teach kindergarten music and appreciates the help
she’s getting from Ms. Padilla, as Ms. Johnson is not trained in music. She loves
working with kids and is happy to be here at Maple Grove, not too far from her
home in the Green Mountain area.
When not at school, Ms. Johnson spends her time taking care of her 9 month old
boy and spending time with family. She grew up in the Wheat Ridge area, attending Jeffco schools and both she
and her husband have extended families in the area. They enjoy watching football together, especially
attending CU games this fall.

Candice Reid
New as a staff member, but a veteran member of the Maple Grove community,
Candice Reid has two kids at Maple Grove, Madilyn in 1st grade and Jackson in
3rd grade. As of this school year, Ms. Reid is working as a paraprofessional in Ms.
Meinecke’s kindergarten class. She is also teaching art to the kindergarteners,
which she has been really happy with, as she loves creating art and crafts in her
own life. On her own time she often does art, makes crafts, paints, and makes
jewelry. She really enjoys polymer clay, from which she designs jewelry, décor
and small figurines.
Ms. Reid is a Colorado native from Gilpin County who has worked in the past as a
nanny, as a teacher’s assistant at Kindercare, and has done lots of childcare
while her children were young. Last year, she worked as a para at Semper
Elementary in north Jeffco, and although she enjoyed working with the students,
it was a rough commute up Wadsworth and made her feel rushed all of the time. She is very happy to be at
Maple Grove, which is closer to her home and in the same building her own kids are in. She loves that Maple
Grove is an excellent school and a strong community of parents, staff and students.
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Staff Spotlight, continued...
Debra Stone
The first question all the kids ask… Is she married to Mr. Stone?
No. No relation, just coincidence. Debra Stone joins the Maple
Grove staff as a paraprofessional, working with kids in all grades,
helping staff intervention, in the production room, and with recess
duty. Ms. Stone had previously worked in the Jeffco schools
system but left to be with her kids, running them around and such.
Her two girls are now 18 and 21 years old.
Ms. Stone enjoys working at Maple grove, where the staff and kids are so friendly. In
her spare time, she enjoys gardening, hiking, and spending time with family and her two dogs.
The next time you see one of these friendly faces in the hallways (or on the snowy playground), please give a
welcoming hello and introduce yourself!

Classroom Connection
Ways to Help Your Family Manage the Holidays
Holiday music and decorations have started to flood stores and malls, which brings anticipation and excitement
for upcoming experiences. People enjoy the holidays for many reasons – family time, great food, heartwarming activities - however, it can also bring with it some chaos and stress. Here are some suggestions for
surviving the holidays and increasing your family’s joy during these times.
 Seek balance. Your family might be inclined to attend every holiday party offered, out of desire or guilt,
but overscheduling your family can increase stress and agitation. Attend events that are important to
your family and don’t feel guilty when you say no to ones you might not be able to squeeze in.
 Take good care of yourselves. It is a time to eat a lot of foods your family might not typically eat, and
beyond that, your family might be up later, engaging in more activities, and having a lot of travel time.
Make sure to have slow moments, down time, and lots of rest where you can get it.
 Ask for help. No one needs to be a superhero during the holidays. Ask relatives to bring food over, help
with dishes, or entertain the kids while your family cleans up after dinner. Working together brings some
intimacy to the gatherings. Fight back the idea that you need to do it alone, and perfectly.
 Don’t expect the perfect holiday. Families can be messy and imperfect, but that is what makes your family
unique. Allow for mistakes and setbacks. Enjoy each other “as is.” Your family will look back fondly on
these memories.
Please feel free to find these and other tips on PsychologyToday.com.

