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A Word from Our Principal...
Our Work with Reading Workshop

This year, our school improvement focus has returned to helping our students grow
as readers. In particular, we are revamping our instruction during reading workshop,
based on the work of Lucy Calkins, a nationally-renowned author and literacy expert.
Lucy has developed a program/resource called Reading Units of Study that is helping
us to elevate our instruction, by increasing students' access to challenging and
interesting books and articles, upping the amount of time students practice applying
reading and thinking skills taught explicitly, and pushing students to think more
deeply about and across multiple texts.
Although we are early in the process, we are already seeing students read more, with
more enthusiasm and deeper levels of comprehension. This is a testament to the
hard work of both the students and the teachers. The teachers have had to do some
heavy lifting, with copious amounts of complex reading to enhance their own
learning, as well as extensive collaborative planning to determine the focus for
lessons, the instruction to teach the skills, and the assessment tools to determine
student progress and adjust supports for each student accordingly.
We continue to believe that literacy is critical to learning and future success, and that
elementary school is the place to build a strong academic foundation. Our work this
year on reading workshop and how it impacts the growth of our students is both
demanding and exciting, and we look forward to cultivating even stronger and
enthusiastic readers.
In service,
Ian Stone
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Upcoming Events
January
9

Students return to school after winter break

9-31

Jeffco Choice Enrollment, Round One

16

No School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day

19

“From the Page to the Stage” Assembly with the Colorado Ballet

News from the PTA
We asked in the fall that you Read, Run, and Party! The
Maple Grove community did a great job volunteering for and
participating in the Grizzly Reading Challenge and the Grizzly
Growl 5K. Both fundraisers exceeded PTA’s expectations –
raising approximately $12,000 in the reading challenge and
$7,500 in the 5K run for Maple Grove!

Maple Grove Gala – March 11, 2017
Save the Date! The last (and potentially most fun!) of the PTA’s big three yearly
fundraisers is coming soon. Now it’s time to party! March 11 will be the date for
2017’s Maple Grove Gala, an auction and party for adults. Watch for lots more
information in eblasts and Friday folders as the date approaches.
Please consider how you can help make the Gala a success with donations, corporate
sponsorships, or planning. Please contact Danielle Linse at danielle.linse@gmail.com
for more information about sponsoring or donating to the Maple Grove Gala.

continued...
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News from the PTA, continued...
More Great News!
The Grizzly Gatherings have been a huge success! Chipotle brought in $500! – and Abrusci's, Raccas,
ModMarket all had great turn outs as well. Look for more Grizzly Gatherings throughout the spring and keep
up the good work with these easy fundraisers.
The Holiday Helpers for Thanksgiving and Gift Giving was also incredible. There was so much joy, smiles, tears
and gratitude when the recipient families picked up their gifts. We have an incredibly generous and caring
community!

And finally, thank you for joining the Maple Grove PTA! Our PTA ranks 5th in membership.

continued...
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News from the PTA, continued...
Grove Gallery and Reception – December 7, 2016
A huge thank you to all the artists, family and friends who attended the Grove Gallery last month. Just over 50
artists participated by creating beautiful and unique expressions of themselves. The turnout was terrific with
more than 150 peers, family and friends in attendance.
A special thank you to Ms. Padilla and the Maple Grove chorus for sharing the fantastic holiday music, and to
Mrs. Wolfe for opening up her art studio for all to visit. We look forward to seeing your art next year at the
Grove Gallery!

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district.
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Classroom Connection
Turning Up the Volume (of Reading)
by Amy Ellerman, Instructional Coach at Maple Grove Elementary
You may have noticed that your child has cranked up the volume of his or her reading this year. This is no
accident! One of the foundational beliefs of the Lucy Calkins Reading Units of Study, a resource we have begun
implementing this year at Maple Grove, is that the quantity of reading a student engages in matters.
“Success in reading is directly related to the amount of time a person spends reading” (Calkins, 2015). This bold
statement is backed up by an overwhelming amount of research. Minutes spent reading accessible text are
directly related to growth in decoding skills, reading comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary. Leaders in
literacy instruction advocate for time across the instructional day (plus time outside of school) for students to
voraciously read fiction and nonfiction text.
Like a swimmer learning to perfect the butterfly, this is time for students to practice doing exactly what it is
they are working to get better at—time “in the pool.” And, like a swimmer, that time spent practicing is
intentionally connected to direct instruction/coaching, opportunities to set goals, and time to reflect on
progress.
According to the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, a child needs to read at least 50 books per level
to be ready to move up to the next level (!!!). This includes rereading, so those familiar books that come home
for extra practice serve an important purpose! Volume of reading on this scale requires a strong partnership
and collective commitment between home and school.
Teachers are being intentional in the ways they are supporting students from Kindergarten on up, to develop
both a love of reading (the will) and the stamina to persevere with reading for long stretches of time (the skill).
We know that families support these pieces as well, with your modeling and routines around reading at home.
All that time spent reading aloud to kids, listening to them read, talking about your favorite books, and building
home libraries that kids are excited to dig into matters so much—and we thank you for all that you do! These
habits will serve students well throughout their reading lives.
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Stay Up to Date!
There are lots of ways to get the information you need from the school and district.
The Maple Grove school website is HERE and always has the following links available:
Quick Links:
2016-17 School Year Calendar
Staff Contact List
Lunch Menus
Jeffco Student and Family Handbook (Conduct Code)
WatchDOGS Sign-Up
Device Handout Documents
The Maple Grove PTA website is HERE and is frequently updated.
You can also remain informed by subscribing to the Maple Grove Facebook and or Twitter accounts.

