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A Word from Our Principal...
STEM Program at 5th/6th Next Year
We are excited to announce that we will be initiating a STEM program at 5th and 6th
grades next year, led by Tammi Ligrani and Barb Ramseur, our GT Tutor. They are
designing a program that will combine our math and science blocks while
incorporating project-based learning (PBL), whole group instruction across each grade,
small group instruction, and technology to address the math and science standards.

Maple Grove Twitter
The goal is to engage students in more hands-on, real-world, collaborative learning
experiences that engage them at deep levels and connect their learning to the outside
world. This is the kind of learning that has been happening increasingly often in all of
our classrooms, and which has been asked for by our parent and caregiver community
in our visioning process.
All of the teachers at 5th and 6th grades will be specializing to take advantage of their
strengths. Brian Fowkes will teach social studies to the 5th and 6th graders, while
Kristen Maikranz will be serving as a part-time dean of students, responsible for
student safety and discipline throughout the school. We are in the process of hiring
someone to teach 5th/6th grade writing with the departure of Emily Binzel. All four
teachers would have homeroom and teach reading to their homeroom class as
before.
As we prepare for the expected transition to a K-5 configuration the following year,
we hope to learn from this model in such a way that informs our next steps. We do
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
not anticipate becoming a "STEM school," but we do hope to become systemic and
systematic in how we integrate more compelling, active, and meaningful learning
experiences over time.
It should be fun and energizing for all, and we appreciate your partnership as we
work out the details and make it happen.
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
July
31

K-6 online registration begins

August
9

Teacher assignment available by 3:00pm via Parent Portal if registered
by Aug 4

11

On-site registration if needed

15

K-6 Meet and Greet, 3:30-5:30 PM

17

School Starts for Grades 1-6 (Regular Hours: 8:00-2:30)
Kindergarten Getting-to-Know-You Day, 8:30-10:30 (last names A-Le)
and 12:15-2:15 (last names Li-Z)

24

K-6 Back-to-School Night for Parents/Guardians, 5:00-7:30 pm, time
slots TBD
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News from PTA
School Supplies
PTA has partnered with 1st Day School Supplies to make your life easier! You can
order your school supplies online and pick up the complete order at the Open House
at the beginning of the school year. They also include a sheet of labels for your
child's items!! Shipping is free.
Everything that your child's teacher has requested is available and all you have to do is CLICK HERE.
Please make your order by June 30.

News from 6th Grade
Wednesday, May 24th was the last day of school and continuation ceremony for the 6th graders. Special
traditions for the last day of school for 6th graders include games and a pizza picnic at Maple Grove Park, a
teachers vs. 6th graders kick ball game, and a lovely evening ceremony held in The Manning School auditorium.
An especially poignant part of the ceremony is the award presentation of the Drake Durkee award to an
outstanding 6th grader demonstrating kindness, courage and a positive attitude. Solidea Ficco was the honored
recipient of this award. By the applause and cheering her peers gave her, she was definitely a worthy recipient!
A special thank you goes out to all the parent volunteers who made the activities happen again this year!
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News from 6th Grade, continued...
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From the GT Cottage
Learning doesn’t stop just because it is summer! There are classes to be taken, in fact right here at Maple
Grove, sports to be practiced, and books to be read. As teachers, we develop “essential questions” to spark
curiosity and wonder in students. Typically, answers to essential questions cannot just be “googled”. They do
not always have one obvious right answer. These are the questions that engage students in the kinds of reallife applied problem solving and divergent thinking that we do all the time as adults. Any problem can benefit
from multiple solutions. Brainstorming is a great skill to work on with students to generate ideas. Sometimes,
the crazier the idea, the better! Do you know the old saying, that if you give a child a cup s/he’ll come up with a
hundred uses for it? It’s true! Children are natural divergent thinkers! Using questions like; can you help me
think this through, how do you explain it, how might you do this differently, are all designed to empower your
child. Use open-ended questions but remember, they require more “think” time so be patient as you wait for a
response. This summer, focus on the simple and see how complex your child can make it! Help them question
everything!
“Foolish Questions”
Where can a man buy a cap for his knee?
Or a key for the lock of his hair?
And can his eyes be called a school?
I would think – there are pupils in there!
What jewels are found in the crown of his head,
And who walks on the bridge of his nose?
Can he use in building the roof of his mouth,
The nails on the ends of his toes?
Can the crook of his elbow be sent to jail?
If he can, well, then, what did he do?
And how does he sharpen his shoulder blades?
I’ll be hanged if I know – do you?
Can he sit in the shade of the palm of his hand,
And beat time with the drum in his ear?
Can the calf of his leg eat the corn on his toe?
There’s somethin’ pretty strange around here!
American Fold Rhyme, adapted by William Cole
From Kids Pick the Funniest Poems by B. Lansky
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Last Day of School
On May 25, students paraded out the front doors to start their summer breaks! 1st through 5th graders
became 2nd through 6th graders as the staff gave high fives and music played! Have a great summer,
everyone!
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Summer Reading and More
Here are a few ideas to keep those brains from turning to marshmallows this summer. Seriously, summer
slump is a real concern for children who do not engage in learning during summer break. Learning doesn’t
have to seem like work– make it play! Read comics, play old fashioned board games, cook up some snacks,
create a family competition around reading or a word game, or… or… see below! Wishing you a fun-tastic
summer break, Mrs. Stahura
 Maple Grove Library
FOLLETTSHELF eBOOKS
Via internet: www.gofollett.com
Via mobile device: download app, Destiny Discover
Username: (student ID) Password: (last 4 digits of student ID)
WHAT TO READ???
Check out THIS SITE for leveled reading lists
 JeffCo Public Libraries
SUMMER READING PROGRAM
READ—EARN PRIZES—HELP FOOTHILLS ANIMAL SHELTER—READ—EARN PRIZES—HELP
FOOTHILLS ANIMAL SHELTER
Sign up HERE
KIDS’ EVENTS
CHESS—LEGOS—CRAFTS—MOVIES—GAMES—MAGIC—TWEEN CODING CAMP—LIB-LAB—
SAFARI SALLY
View the calendar HERE
 Fun Brain Challenges
DREAMBOX MATH
Excellent activities for problem solving and critical thinking.
Go HERE Select student’s 2016-2017 classroom > Username: (student ID) Password: (teacher
last name followed by a 1, example: smith1)
CODING
Remember Hour of Code? Hone your skills HERE

Sponsorship space in this newsletter is extremely affordable! Reach parents in your local community & your
investment goes back to the school to improve school-parent communications and sponsor school events and
activities! Businesses that want to sponsor this school, please contact Doug Hay at doug@tscaschools.com or
(970) 279-1605.

