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A Word from Our Principal...
Update on Jeffco...Lots Going On
As most of you know by now, the Jeffco Board of Education recently decided
to close one school next year, Pleasant View Elementary, out of the five
that had been proposed by district staff to close a budget gap and increase
efficiency in facility usage. The two Wheat Ridge area schools that had been
proposed to close -- Stober and Pennington -- were deferred. This eliminated
the immediate need to transition Wheat Ridge schools to a K-5 model,
including Maple Grove. We are now scheduled to move to K-5 in the 2018-19
school year, as had originally been planned. Correspondingly, Manning Middle
School is planning to transition to 6-8 the same year that Maple Grove goes
K-5.
School funding and budgets are a growing challenge, as K-12 education
Colorado has increasingly become locally funded. There is a growing gap
between per pupil funding in Colorado compared to the national average -let alone anything that would be above the national average. The conflicting
constitutional amendments among Tabor, Gallagher, and Amendment 63 mean that
the state legislature each year uses a "negative factor" to reconcile the
budget, which means that schools get tens of millions of dollars less each
year than they otherwise would under Amendment 63.
With the failure of 3A/3B last fall in Jeffco, budgets are getting tougher
to meet, and facilities are aging and mismatched geographically with need.
There is is growing gap between what Jeffco offers compensation-wise
compared to other Denver Metro Area districts. The Board of Ed has
prioritized maintaining school-level budgets, modest compensation increases,

The Maple Leaf

March 2017

Page 2

A Word from Our Principal, continued...
and keeping students safe, warm, and dry. There are major cuts proposed for
central office staff, school closures, and fee increases.
As the process of closing schools unfolds, the Board of Ed has also begun a
national search for a superintendent to lead Jeffco following this school
year, when Dan McMinimee's contract ends. This could mean a shift in how the
district operates and prioritizes its work.
Last but not least, this fall there will be three out of five board seats up
for election, which puts control of the board up for grabs. As has happened
twice in the past three years, this could also have a major impact on the
direction of the district.
Meanwhile, Maple Grove continues to thrive amidst change, with its
incredible students, staff, and parent community. We will continue to keep
the focus on the kids, and cross any bridge we need to when the time comes.
I encourage you to stay abreast of what is happening and continue to
advocate for the kind of education you want your children to have.
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
March
3

Report Cards Issued

10

Blather, Blarney and Balderdash - Drama Performance

11

Maple Grove Gala

15

Cup Stacking Tournament, 5th grade

16

Cup Stacking Tournament, 6th grade

17

Early Release day at noon (no lunch)

27-31

Spring Break

News from PTA
Maple Grove Gala - March 11
It’s time to party! “Read, Run and Party” has reached the
party phase. Thank you so much for the fundraising efforts
to date. Our last big fundraiser of the year is being held at
the Club at Rolling Hills on March 11. It promises to be a lot of fun! Please visit the
PTA website HERE for details and to buy tickets.
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Classroom Connection
Choosing Books in the Library

continued...
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Cupstacking in PE

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district.
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Indoor Recess on a Snowy Day
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First Grade Writers
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Sixth Graders Collaborating
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From Christy Belmar, Maple Grove Social Worker
This month at Maple Grove, students were invited to make hearts with messages of kindness. Each heart had
one way the student pledged to be kind or helpful to another person. Teachers discussed empathy with their
students and encouraged students to show empathy toward others this month. The hearts are displayed in
one of our hallways for all the kids to see. Empathy is such an amazing and powerful concept for kids to
learn. Come check out what the students have written in our hallways! It is quite a powerful piece of art!
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DC Trip Fundraiser
Thank you to the whole Maple Grove community for supporting the many fundraisers for the students who
will go to Washington DC in June. Thirty-five 5th and 6th graders will go on a five day trip chaperoned by Mr.
Fowkes, Mrs. Ligrani and Mrs. Maikranz. These students have been working hard to earn some of the money it
will cost each family to send them on this once in a lifetime trip. Sales from the farmer's market, Maple Grove
Park movie night concessions, pumpkin smash concessions, candy canes, friendship pops, and pancake
breakfast fundraisers have helped the students contribute to the total cost their families will pay, as well as
helping to teach them the importance of a work ethic. There may be another opportunity or two before the
year's end to help support this cause, and the students are very grateful for your support. Thanks again!

