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A Word from Our Principal...
Staffing Updates
As we approach the end of each year, we often have some departures to announce,
so that you are aware and can say your goodbyes.
Jennie Eberl, our amazing school secretary, is retiring. Jennie has manned the front
counter at Maple Grove for many years, welcoming you all into our school with a
smile and a friendly greeting. Jennie has made everyone feel known and cared for
while keeping track of all of our student records and attendance. She will be missed
dearly, most especially by me!
Joining us next year as school secretary will be Krista Corthell. Krista is kind and
friendly and has excellent district office and customer service experience, coming
most recently from the GT office in Jeffco.
Also retiring this year is Claudia Basso, our long-time Kindergarten paraprofessional in
Mrs. Cheer's classroom. Claudia has provided a calm, kind and caring hand to
countless little ones over the years. We are grateful for her steadfast and loyal service.
Coming into Mrs. Cheer's classroom next year will be Jordan Gutierrez. Jordan
graduated from the University of Northern Colorado in 2015 with a degree in
Elementary Education. Jordan is wonderful with kids and comes most recently from
Emory Elementary in Jeffco. Her ultimate goal is to become a classroom teacher, and
Mrs. Cheer will be mentoring her on her journey.
continued...
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
Another upcoming change is that our own Ann Denning has landed a one-on-one
medical paraprofessional role at Maple Grove, as she shifts to that position from her
special education paraprofessional role here.
Also, we are excited that our awesome Art/Music/PE team -- Mrs. Wolfe, Mrs.
Padilla, and Mrs. Keighin -- will be at Maple Grove full-time next year. In recent years
they have been paired with other elementary schools in the area, with very
challenging assignments and lots of travel. We are looking forward to the expertise
and stability they can provide, along with the opportunity to teach AMP the whole
year to both Kindergarten classrooms.
On a sad note, our wonderful cafeteria manager, Alicia Yatribi, was diagnosed with
breast cancer. She is taking a leave of absence for the rest of the year to undergo
surgery and recuperate. Jan Murphy from Wilmore-Davis Elementary is serving in her
place through the end of the year.
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
May
3

Clear Creek Crossing meeting

4

2nd/4th grade Choir Performance

5

Flex Assessment Day (by appointment, last names A-Le)

8

Flex Assessment Day (by appointment, last names Li-Z)

9

1st/3rd/5th grade Choir Performance

12

Field Day

13

Rise and Shine Yoga Class Atop the Mesa - Buy Tickets HERE

16

Screenagers

20

Moms and Marg's - Buy Tickets HERE

24

6th Grade Continuation (last day of school for 6th grade)

25

Last day of school (grades k-5) – Noon dismissal
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In the Neighborhood
The City of Wheat Ridge is in negotiations with developers to develop the site formerly known as “The Cabela’s
Site,” and currently known as “Clear Creek Crossing”. This is the open space West of I70 and North of Hwy 58.
Any housing that is part of the development would be within the current Maple Grove Elementary boundaries.
A Jeffco School District formula calculates the current development housing plans could add 23 elementary
students within our boundaries, but the developers have found renters to generate half or less than those
projections. Below is an update on a meeting to be held in May.
From Evergreen, the Project Developers:
Please be advised our next neighborhood meeting for Clear Creek Crossing will be held Wednesday, May 3rd
from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center. The focus of this meeting will be traffic
impacts and improvements to Interstate 70 and the local street system and will be jointly held with the City
of Wheat Ridge Public Works Department and the Colorado Department of Transportation. We will discuss
the historic traffic analysis and approvals, the draft results of our updated traffic analysis, improvement
plans to Interstate 70 funded by the 2E sales tax increase and the approval, permit and construction process
moving forward relating to traffic. Evergreen will also provide a quick update on our overall zoning and
marketing efforts for the project.

News from PTA
Screenagers
Come see Screenagers on May 16, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Maple Grove Gym. PTA
will show this impactful documentary for FREE. Please invite your neighbors and
friends. Read more about the film here.
Are you watching kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and a sixsecond attention span? Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw that with her own kids and learned that
the average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at screens. She wondered about the impact of all this time and
about the friction occurring in homes and schools around negotiating screen time—friction she knew all too
well.
In SCREENAGERS, as with her award-winning documentaries on mental health, Delaney takes a deeply
personal approach as she probes into the vulnerable corners of family life, including her own, to explore
struggles over social media, video games, academics and internet addiction. Through poignant and
unexpectedly funny stories, along with surprising insights from authors, psychologists, and brain scientists,
SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development and offers solutions on how adults can
empower kids to best navigate the digital world and find balance.
continued...
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News from PTA, continued...
PTA General Meeting
The next (and last) PTA General Meeting will be before Screenagers on May 16 at
6:30pm in the Library.
OPEN PTA POSITIONS FOR 2017-2018:
Officer of Organization
Officer of Education
Officer of Events/Activities
Grizzly Growl 5k Fun Run Chair
Spelling Bee
Talent Show
Yearbook Committee
Contact lindseyfleener@gmail.com with any questions or if you would like more
information on the available positions.

Ride and Walk to School
Keep riding your bikes and walking to school! There is a committee working with a
JeffCo Traffic Engineer to get traffic control on Braun Road behind school for the folks
that walk and bike!

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district.
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Science Fair - April 25
There were approximately 50 student-scientists who conducted an experiment and prepared an experiment
notebook and display for this year’s science fair. The student-scientists got to meet with a community scientist
to explain their project, answer questions, and receive comments on their projects. Later in the day, each class
had the opportunity to go to the science fair for all the students to look at and learn from the science fair
projects. In the evening, families and friends were invited to see the projects and enjoy some treats before an
awards ceremony honoring students who had participated 4 -7 years in the science fair, as well as some
honorable mention awards. Thank you to all the volunteers, especially committee chairperson, Heather
Gutherless, who made this event extremely successful!

continued...
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News from the 5th Grade Classrooms
On Friday, April 21st, the 5th graders participated in an exciting Cardiac Lab. To support their learning around
the Human Body systems, the students spent the day under the wings of an awesome surgical team from UC
Health Center.
Our guests were:
Dr. John Mitchell -thoracic surgeon
Dr. Dave Campbell -Pediatric/Adult Congential Heart surgeon
Tama Mayne -CT RN
Morgan Lindstrom -CT RN
Amanda Lin -CT RN
Ronny Lamar -CT
Surgical Technician Melissa Mac -CT RN
The students cycled through 4 stations learning about the heart, the lungs, tools used
in the operating room and some of the incredible devices used in heart and lung
surgeries. What an amazing experience. Thank you Melissa Mac for helping make this
possible.
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News from the 1st Grade Classrooms
Wow! First Grade really worked together to make
a difference in the world! In connection to the First
Grade Leaders and Achievers Unit, students
planned, designed, and created a fundraiser to
benefit endangered animals via the World Wildlife
Fund. Each class "adopted" an animal including the
Giant Panda, Sumatran Tiger, and Polar Bear. All
together their efforts raised approximately
$2,100.00. The kids are so proud, and really feel
like they worked together to make a positive
impact for these animals.

From Christy Belmear, Maple Grove Social Worker
The last week in April was a time of celebration and kindness at Maple Grove in honor of Day Without Hate.
Students participated in group activities to build community and increase kindness within the walls of Maple
Grove. Day Without Hate is a Jefferson County holiday that has now spread out across the nation, encouraging
kids to embrace each others' differences and increase respect and kindness with their peers. The students at
Maple Grove have a lot to be proud of this week, and all year long.
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From Amy Ellerman, Instructional Coach at Maple Grove
Celebrating Student Ownership
In the January Maple Leaf, we encouraged families to notice how much more Maple Grove students are
reading this year. We shared how the Reading Workshop structure we are implementing K-6 (along with the
Lucy Calkins Units of Study in Reading) has challenged students to build stamina and to increase their volume
of reading—at school and at home.
Another celebration that is a direct result of student engagement in the Reading Workshop has been a shift
in student ownership. There is an energy, purpose, and student-centeredness to the buzz of our reading
communities that makes it clear who is in the driver’s seat: kids! Some of the characteristics of workshop that
have contributed to students seeing themselves as leaders of their own learning include: choice, systemic
tools to support clarity, and community building.
Choice
Students have more choice about what they are reading this year. From the earliest grades, students have
learned to “book shop,” selecting titles at “just right” levels that also match their interests. This makes sense:
we all want to have a say in what we intend to invest large amounts of time reading. Although teachers still
introduce specific texts at times during small group work, the majority of books students read are now selfselected. Through this process, students are learning how to get better at making book choices—an
important life skill!
Tools to Support Clarity
Students play an important role in monitoring their own progress in the workshop. It shouldn’t ever be a
mystery what readers are working on! We want students to be continuously setting goals and reflecting on
their own growth.
Students use common tools to help them notice and name what they are already doing as readers and what
they will strive for next. For example, in all grades, anchor charts capture strategies taught in mini-lessons
within and across units. These are scaffolds and visual reminders to support the work readers do together
every day (independently, in partners, and in clubs).
In grades 3-6, we introduced student-friendly learning progressions and rubrics, which students are learning
to use as tools to support and push their thinking. The common language on the rubrics and progressions
supports the small group and conferring work happening with teachers during the workshop. Feedback
comes from multiple sources—which helps students to grow even faster!
Here’s a quick way to check in with your own child. As he or she engages in some reading at home, casually
ask, “What are you working on as a reader today?” You might be surprised to hear how specific and
intentional the response is.
Community Building
Most importantly, the energy generated by this collective reading work is building powerful communities of
readers. Students see themselves as readers and co-thinkers in the workshop. We are all side-by-side, reader
-to-reader, engaged in compelling work. We notice (and celebrate) when we grow. It is motivating to be part
of a collaborative group like this, a safe place for readers of all ages to do big thinking and see big results of
our hard work.
Who wouldn’t want to be a part of that?
continued...
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From Amy Ellerman, Instructional Coach at Maple Grove
Celebrating Student Ownership, continued...
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