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A Word from Our Principal...
New Assembly Program
I'm pleased to share that, as one result of our community conversations in the
spring, we have developed a monthly assembly program for our students.
The program is intended to give students exposure to a wider variety of cultural and
educational experiences that enrich their childhood. We are indebted to Barb
Ramseur, our GT Tutor, for coordinating this program.
Our first assembly was October 26 and featured an interactive presentation for all
students on bully-prevention, given by the Jefferson Center for Mental Health. It was
very well done, and aligned with our messages on the topic. I was proud of how the
students represented our school as audience members, and we received several
compliments from the presenter.

Future assemblies include the following:
November: “People Like Vince” (Gr 2-6)
This is a live theatrical performance put on by Kaiser Permenente to help reduce the
stigma of mental health issues.
December: “Laser Science” (K-6)
Students will be taught concepts such as persistence of vision, momentum and
inertia as well as more complicated subjects such as energy conversion and
stimulated emission. A choreographed music and laser display caps off the assembly
bringing all the concepts together.
continued...
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A Word from Our Principal, continued...
January: “From the Page to the Stage” (K-6)
Experience the beauty of ballet. Colorado Ballet dancers perform excerpts from
ballets based on literary classics. The stories and how they were translated into dance
as well as pointe shoes, male roles in dance and more are addressed. Assembly
concludes with a Q&A from students in the audience.
February: “When You’re Seeing Stars” (Gr 3-6)
When You’re Seeing Stars is a social and emotional wellness play for upper
elementary students. Follow Sam’s journey navigating the stressful and difficult
pressures facing young people today. Guided by a friend, Sam manages academic,
social, and family stressors using the true meaning of STAR – Stop, Think, Act, Reflect
March: “Magic of Math” (K-6)
Magician Christian Augustine will show students that there is much more to math
than they originally thought. He will even give some clues as to how the math makes
some of the tricks work. All of his magic involves math.
April: “Land of Smiles” (K-3)
A live and very funny theatrical performance that teaches children about good oral
health care sponsored by Delta Dental. Each student receives a little goodie bag at
the end.
We are excited about our new program, and grateful to our PTA for making many of
the assemblies possible.
In service,
Ian Stone, Principal

Upcoming Events
November
2

Pumpkin Smash

4

Early Release
Drake Durkee Spirit Day

5

Drake Durkee Foundation Poker Classic/Silent Auction

6

School Garden Cleanup

11

Veteran’s Day

21-25

Thanksgiving Break
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News from the PTA
Pumpkin Smash - November 2, 2016
It was a beautiful day to smash
pumpkins off a high platform in the
back of a pickup! Thanks to
everyone who came out for this fun
annual event that recycles pumpkin into chicken feed and
compost! One lucky kid even got to smash the pumpkin that
Ms. Harden’s fiancée carved for her. Congrats to Lauren
Harden on her engagement!

Grove Gallery and Reception - December 7, 2016
The Grove Gallery & Reception will be held earlier this year, the same week as the
Maple Grove Book Fair. Look for details in a future Friday Folder, but there is no need
to wait, get a head start on your work of art!
If you have any questions, please reach out to Nicole Aulik at
nikibee2000@yahoo.com -or- Stephanie Novello at novello.stephanie@gmail.com.
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Maple Grove Events
Grizzly Growl - October 2, 2016
Thanks to everyone who supported the Grizzly Growl by running, walking,
cheering, volunteering and enjoying the morning together! Preliminary numbers
look like we earned about $7000 for the school! Way to go, Grizzlies!

Girls’ Square Dance - October 21, 2016
Thanks to all the 2nd-6th grade girls and their dance partners for coming out to learn how to do-si-do and
promenade. Also thank you to Jenney Thompson for organizing it. It was a great time for all!
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Maple Grove School Garden
Mystery Pumpkin!!!
Have you seen the mystery pumpkin in the school garden?
How did it grow right onto the trellis?

Farmer’s Market - September 6, 2016
The garden produce was able to support another Farmer’s Market. This time proceeds went to the garden fund
itself. Thank you to the volunteers who ran the farmer’s market and all those who bought some produce.

New Garden Shed
Thanks to a generous grant from Whole Foods, we were able to buy a much-needed shed for the garden. It will
store the garden tools and accessories needed to keep our amazing garden going!

Fall Garden Cleanup - November 6, 2016
The garden needs some work to be ready for winter and spring next year. Sign up HERE if you’d like to pitch in a
couple of hours to help.
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Classroom Connection
Kids and Sleep
The first weekend of November is when we set our clocks back one hour. While this may not be a big deal for
some, for others, it can be a painful shift leading to sleep deprivation and crankiness. Certified sleep consultant
Karen Schwarzbach says your best bet is to adjust your schedule in small increments over a couple of nights,
and to pick and choose the additional changes that might work for your family.
Close the blackout curtains in their room before dinner, or set a light-based alarm in their room for a bit earlier.
“Their bodies respond to messaging,” Schwarzbach says. Spend the weekend re-setting clocks with them, or
waking them up with a dramatic entrance and curtains thrown wide to let the sunshine in.
Cut out sugar before bedtime. This seems like a no-brainer, as sugar is a stimulant. What’s harder to remember
is that carbohydrates in everyday foods will convert to sugar and affect your sleep.
Sleep-promoting foods:







Complex carbs with protein and calcium
Beets
Pork
Poultry
Peanuts
Rich fish (salmon, halibut, anchovies)
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From the GT Cottage
Some 5th and 6th grade students went to Warren Tech and became soldering experts
as they soldered together different electronic kits. Some of the kits had flashing
lights that had to work, some had buzzers, it was great fun! Each Maple Grove
student was paired up with a high school student and together they created the
different kits. We learned that soldering requires precision and a delicate hand.
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