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From the PTA . . .
Happy New Year Maple Grove!
From the Principal . . .
Dear Maple Grove Families,
It's that time of the year again to
let you know about our academic
recognition and school
improvement process. Maple
Grove has again been awarded
the John Irwin Award for
Academic Excellence, given to
the schools in Colorado achieving
in the top 8% of schools
statewide. This award is an
ongoing testament to the talents
and efforts of our staff and
students, as well as the
incredible support of our parent
community.
While we should be proud of this
achievement, I believe there are
Cont. on page 2

2013 is here and with the new year comes a chance to reflect on the
past and look to the future for what you can improve, what you need to
change and of course, what you did well. Your PTA Board is looking to
do just that, so hopefully you had a chance to fill out our PTA survey
last month as we greatly value your opinions and feedback. While there
were no clear cut changes that we feel need to be made right away, we
are exploring narrowing our focus in order to limit the number of
volunteers we need and to maximize the benefits to the school.
Ultimately, our ability to be a successful PTA comes down to having
enough volunteers willing to support the activities and events that we
offer. So as you begin to look into the second-half of the school year
calendar, please be sure to find something that you could get involved
in. This is a time for new beginnings and taking on new challenges, and
our PTA could really use your help so that we can continue to help
make Maple Grove a great place for your children.
Our amazing after-school program chair, Tamara Merkert, has put
together an unbelievable line-up for the winter and spring months here
at Maple Grove. Log on to http://sc.jeffco.k12.co.us/maplegrove and click
on the school calendar link to see all of the wonderful choices for our
kids. More information can be found in the files in the front hallway.
Several new activities including cheerleading, hip hop,
and dodge ball will be offered, so check them out!
Cont. on page 2

Save the Date!
Valentine’s Day

Conferences

TCAP Testing

February 14

February 11-14

March 4-22

Volunteer in your
sweetheart’s
classroom!

Be involved in your
child’s education.

Watch for specific
test dates and
subjects.
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greater heights to be won. We are in the process of
asking ourselves if we are underestimating the capacity of
our kids to achieve and be engaged at even higher levels.
We have launched a new math program that is helping us
to increase the rigor K-6 in math. With the help of our
staff and parents, our students are rising to the
challenge. While many schools experience a drop in
achievement when implementing a new program, our
benchmark assessment results indicate that we are
holding steady, or even improving already.
We continue to refine our work on our Response to
Intervention (RTI) system, which delivers increasing
intensity of instruction based on student need, whether it
be students struggling with academic content, behavior,
or needing more intellectual challenge. It remains a work
in progress, but we are improving our ability to meet
students where they are, rather than deliver a one-sizefits-all education. We see this as a moral imperative to
help each child reach his or her own potential.
We are expanding our use of Thinking Maps in reading
and writing to increase the level of thinking asked of our
students, and thereby deepen their learning. Our Digital
Learning Initiative is putting mobile learning technology in
the hands of students, allowing them to further
personalize their learning, increase engagement, and
bring their world of learning in line with the world around
them.
School ought to be a fascinating and compelling place to
be. It's an exciting time of growth and promise at Maple
Grove, and we invite you to join us on our journey!
In service,
Ian Stone
Principal

SAVE THE DATE!
Grove Gallery and Family Night
Wednesday, April 16, 6:30 - 8:00pm.
Details and parameters for artists will follow at
a later date. We hope to see you there!
2

Valentine’s Day classroom parties will be held
on Thursday, February 14, from 1:30 p.m. until
2:15 p.m. Look for information to come home
via Friday folders or email for ways to get
involved in your child’s party!
Our Drama Team is assembled and in full
swing!! Please be sure to support their efforts
and attend the performance on Friday, February
22, 2013. It is such a great time to see our
students acting and having fun!
The Maple Grove Gala committee is planning
another fun evening to benefit our school. The
Maple Grove Gala will be held at The Vista at
Applewood Golf Course on Saturday, March 9,
2013. This is a new location for our Gala and it
promises to be wonderful, as Applewood now
has a brand-new clubhouse with amazing views!
Plus, our committee is as dedicated as ever to
bringing you a wonderful night out, with exciting
bid items and, as always, darling classroom art
pieces made by your kids. Look for more
information to come home all this month with
more details.
Our not-to-be-missed Grove Gallery and Family
Night is back for the third year and will be held
on Wednesday, April 16th. This is such a great
opportunity to bring family and friends up to the
school to view your children’s artwork and
enjoy time with teachers, students and friends.
The Spring Book Fair will also be in full swing in
the library, and Mrs. McCombie will have her
pottery display in the art room. For more
information, contact Tina Glass at
tglass21@gmail.com.
In case you missed the excitement around our
Second Annual Holiday Shop in December, we
wanted to let you know it was a huge success
and it was a blast! Our amazing Marguerite
Harper-Sprueill put together an unbelievable
experience for our kids this year and earned
more than $1,600 in profits to support our
Holiday Helpers program here at Maple Grove
and to support our sister school, Pennington
Elementary with a few of their families in need.
This Holiday Shop was a HUGE undertaking by
Marguerite and her committee
and supports such a
Cont. on page 3
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worthwhile cause. Thank you to Marguerite and her committee for their time and efforts to support those in
need during the holidays and to give our kids a great way to feel good about giving to others during that time of
year.
Lastly, we would like to say a special thank you to a few people who also made a real difference at Maple Grove
this past holiday season. You may not even know that several of our very own Maple Grove families needed our
support and love during the holidays and the following individuals went above and beyond to be sure that these
families did not go without. First we want to say thank you to Karen Bryant, Maple Grove’s PC/EH teacher
whom was responsible for organizing which families needed help and what efforts needed to be made by
volunteers for both the Thanksgiving food drive and our Holiday Helpers committee. Without her tireless
effort, none of this would have even been possible. We would also like to say thank you to Mat Gothard for
having his Boy Scout troop spend an afternoon organizing the donated food for the Thanksgiving food drive. In
addition, Maple Grove parent, Sandra Stevanak, took the lead again for the Holiday Helpers committee and was
able to find sponsors for every Maple Grove family who needed help to make their holidays happen this year.
These individuals understand the true meaning of holiday spirit and no amount of praise or thanks can measure
up to the amount of work they put in to these two programs. We are blessed to count them as staff, parents
and friends!
Sincerely,
Coleen Harrison Geiger and Geri Walsh

ONE MILLION BONES

Brushstrokes
from the
Art Studio

A big thank you to all the 5th and 6th
graders and parents that donated to
the One Million Bones project. We
made 125 bones out of newspaper,
tape and plaster wrap and collected
$358.00 to send to the relief
organizations. I especially applaud
the 5th graders who had 80%
participation for donations, very
inspiring!

	
  

Peg	
  M cCombie,	
  Art	
  Teacher	
  
mmccombi@jeffco.k12.co.us	
  
303	
  982-‐2854	
  

NATIONAL WESTERN STOCK SHOW
YOUTH ART SHOW WINNERS
Congratulations to third graders Brooklyn Hoskins
and Nora Labbo who won Grand Champion
Awards for their entries in the National Western
Stock Show 2013 Youth Art Show. Their artwork will
be professionally framed and on display on the 3rd
floor of the Expo Hall, near the Coors Western Art
Exhibit from January 12-27.
The students each received a certificate and 4 free
admission tickets to the National Western Stock
Show.
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Our bones were picked up by the
Colorado coordinator and used in an
installation ceremony that took place
on January 12th in Westminster. The
bones will be sent to the National Mall
for installation on June 8th along with
all the other bones made across the
United States. It should be quite
impressive and it's very exciting to be
part of such a huge project. I will
keep you informed as we get closer to
June.
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A Paris Street Market - Supporting a Palette of Opportunities for our Children
Please SAVE THE DATE for the 7th Annual Maple Grove Gala to be held Saturday, March 9, 2013
at THE VISTA AT APPLEWOOD GOLF COURSE, Golden, Colorado’s newest event venue.
Beautifully renovated in 2012, The Vista is conveniently located next to the traffic circle at
Eldridge on 32nd Avenue and is a generous sponsor of the Maple Grove Gala.
The Maple Grove Gala is a PTA fundraising event that hosts both online and live auctions. Last
year the Gala raised more than $30,000 for Maple Grove. We need YOUR help! Anything from
auto detailing and gift cards to theater tickets and travel packages will help make the
fundraiser a success for our kids. Sponsorship opportunities are available as well. Get your
business or a friend’s business great publicity by sponsoring the Gala and having your logo and
a link to your website on our online auction website and in emails sent to the Maple Grove
Community and beyond.
Watch for more news regarding online bidding, event details, and ticket sales.
To donate, become a sponsor or with questions, contact Tamara Merkert at
tamaramerkert@gmail.com or (303) 462-4592 or Betsy Angelino at betsyfanton@comcast.net or
(303) 550-7292.

We Need Volunteers to Recruit Celebrity Readers!
During our reading celebration this spring, we hope to have celebrities visit Maple Grove to read aloud to kids
and talk about the importance of reading in their lives and/or careers. These guests could include: state or
local government officials, distinguished business owners, athletes (pro, college, Olympic, etc.), Jeffco School
Board members, news personalities (TV, Radio, etc.), or anyone with a career of interest to kids (scientists,
firefighters, police officers, video game developers, artists, veterinarians, etc.).
Contact Mrs. Stahura if you can help or know someone, astahura@jeffco.k12.co.us.
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Notes from the
Music Room
Happy New Year Maple Grove Community!
I hope you all had a wonderful break and you are as excited as I am for the rest of the school year!
6th Grade – The students will be learning about creating music for stories that have already been written.
This is going to prepare the students for our field trip to Wheat Ridge High School’s musical on Thursday,
February 28th. Stay tuned for details and parent chaperone opportunities!
5th Grade – On top of working on songs with different instruments and ensembles, the fifth graders will also
be learning about accidentals, diatonic scale patterns, slurs, improvisation and new notes (D’, F, F# and C’) on
the recorder.
4th Grade – We are still learning many new techniques, notes and how to read music playing the recorder.
The focus of this trimester will be adding the notes “E” and “D” as well as learning about
accelerando/ritardando and mezzo –piano/mezzo-forte.
3rd Grade – The third graders of Maple Grove are hard at work on their program entitled “All That I Can Be.”
It is filled with songs and movement with text about what it takes to be a good citizen and person in the
world. Parents should look out for handouts containing more information about the program soon. The
performance is scheduled for Tuesday, February 26, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Maple Grove Auditorium.
2nd Grade – In addition to playing lots of instruments and learning a lot of new songs, the second graders will
be focusing on the whole note, whole rest, skip/step/repeat and adding the new syllable “Re” to their solfege
singing skills.
1st Grade – We have also been playing a lot of games and playing a lot of instruments this trimester! Mostly,
our lessons have been centered on using our singing syllables “So” and “Mi” as well as our new friends “Ta”,
“Titi” and “Rest.” We are also going to learn about the double bar line, phrase and repeat sign in our music
class.

The Groovin’ Grizzlies – What an amazing beginning this group has already had! I am so proud to be directing
such a great amount of talented kids. We are planning on starting up again on Tuesday, February 5, 7:158:00 a.m. We will be preparing for our Spring Choir Concert called “I Wish You Music” in May. If you are
interested in joining this wonderful group, we are always looking to recruit more singers! Please contact me
so that I can get you a registration form. We meet on Tuesday mornings 7:15-8:00 a.m. (they will go to class
before the bell rings) and it is available for 3rd - 6th graders.
Please feel free to stop by the music room at any time. Whether it’s to participate with your child, just to
say “hi” or if you are curious about what your student is learning, I would love to meet any member of our
Maple Grove family. If you have any questions or would like to contact me, my information is listed below.
Thank you and have a very musical day!
- Jennifer Baker
(303) 982—7726 or jennbake@jeffco.k12.co.us
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The Maple Leaf deadlines
for the rest of the school year:
March 1, 2013
May 3, 2013
Please submit articles to
mapleleafnews@yahoo.com

Didn’t you love seeing your little one on stage at the Maple Grove Talent Show?
Enjoy it again and again; share it with friends and family – Talent Show DVDs available now!
$10 each (proceeds benefit the Maple Grove PTA)
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Student’s Name: ___________________________________________________________
Student’s Grade and Teacher: ________________________________________________
# DVDs: _____________ X $10 each = $______________________
Please put this form with payment in the PTA box in the office and your DVDs will be
delivered to your child’s classroom.

