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Maple Grove Elementary
A Nationally Recognized
Blue Ribbon School

News from the Principal: Michael Maffoni
Dear Maple Grove
Families,

Important Dates:
March:
∗ 1-11: CSAP (see schedule
on page 2)
∗ 4: End of 2nd Trimester,
Report cards issued K-6
∗ 9: 8:00 PTA General
Meeting in the Cafeteria
∗ 25: 8:30-9:30 PAWS Assembly
∗ 25: 9:30-2:30 Spanglers
∗ 28-April 4– Spring Break
& Comp Day

Welcome to March!
As you circulate
around the classrooms at Maple
Grove, you can see
students enmeshed
in authentic classroom learning at all
grade levels. There
is much energy
amidst our building
this time of year! I
encourage you to
visit and be part of
this excitement for
learning – Come volunteer in your child’s

classroom, be part
of the upcoming
Maple Grove’s Gala
for Grown-Ups, or
join your student for
lunch to meet his/
her friends. Maple
Grove welcomes
you and encourages your presence!

Thank you for your
continued support
and hope to see you
around the halls of
Maple Grove in the
weeks to come!
Fondly,
Michael Maffoni
Principal

Below are a series of
important information items. Please
take a moment to
peruse these and
mark your calendar
accordingly.

CSAP Testing Is Approaching
Over the next few weeks
and months, students in
grades 3rd-6th will be completing CSAP (Colorado
Student Assessment Program) testing. Annual
CSAP testing allows both
our school faculty and parents to examine academic
progress of individual students. This ‘snapshot’ of
learning is an important
assessment tool as a student progresses, for it al-

lows teachers to adjust instruction to benefit individual
students. As we look ahead
to the upcoming CSAP tests,
thank you in advance for
making sure your child is present at school during the designated testing dates. Research supports the notion
that students achieve at a
higher level when they take
a test at the assigned time
slot with their peer group.

Below is a CSAP schedule.
Please take a moment
and note when your intermediate student will be
testing. Arrange appointments, etc., at an alternate time so that your
child is present at school.
Thanks again for helping
your child to demonstrate
success on the CSAP tests.
(see schedule on next
page)
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CSAP SCHEDULE

Date

Grade Level and Content Assessed

February 16

3rd Reading 1 – 8:30-9:30

February 17

3rd Reading 2 – 8:30-9:30

February 28

5th Science 1 – 12:15-1:20
3rd Writing 1 – 8:30-9:30

March 1

4th Writing 1 – 10:00-11:00
5th-6th Writing 1 – 9:30-10:30
3rd Writing 2 – 8:30-9:30

March 2

4th Writing 2 – 10:00-11:00
5th -6th Writing 2 – 9:30-10:30
4th Reading 3 – 10:00-11:00

March 3

5th-6th Reading 3 – 9:30-10:30
5th Science 3 – 12:15-1:20

March 4

4th Reading 4 – 10:00-11:00

March 7

4th Writing 5 – 10:00-11:00

March 8

4th Reading 6 – 10:00-11:00
3rd Math 1 – 8:30-9:35

March 9

4th Math 1 – 10:00-11:05
5th-6th Math 1 – 9:30-10:35
3rd Math 2 – 8:30-9:35

March 10

March 11

4th Math 2 – 10:00-11:05
5th-6th Math 2 – 9:30-10:35
4th Math 3 – 10:00-11:05
5th-6th Math 3 – 9:30-10:35
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Golden PAWS Assembly
On February 14, 2011, Maple
Grove students attended the
first PAWS assembly to honor
students who consistently
demonstrate attributes of
our school’s PAWS program
(Safe, Responsible, Respectful). One student per classroom was chosen for the
Golden PAWS. These
awardees are featured with
a picture and write-up on a
bulletin board in the school’s
foyer. They will also receive
a catered luncheon sponsored by California Pizza
Kitchen. Mike Knapp, manager of the California Pizza
Kitchen at Colorado Mills, is
a former Maple Grove student. He has generously
committed to providing a
Golden PAWS catered lunch
once a month for award
winners. If you are a patron

of this restaurant, make sure
you thank Mike for his generosity to our school.
Congratulations to February’s Golden PAWS recipients:

•

Katee Harrington
Reed Whitson
Allyson May
Eli Merkert
Caroline Pigati
Olivia Wills
Athena Pierson

•

Sarah Minor

•

Xander Nobel-Rudolph

•

Harrison Vickers

•

Julia Pope

•

Arianna Castro

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Caleb Johnson

•

Benji Montoya

•

Olivia Goodman

•

Lindsey Roberts

Maple Grove Gala for Grown-Ups Happens March 19
I hope you are planning
to come and enjoy a
GREAT evening to support our school! Please
plan to attend this year’s
Gala for Grown-Ups on
March 19, 2011 at Rolling
Hills Country Club from
6:30 pm-12 am. The
evening will be festive

and purposeful, as all
money raised will support Maple Grove. I
hope to see you there!
Thank you in advance to
the committee who has
tirelessly planned this
event! Their hard work is
evident and so appreciated. Kudos!
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Hats-Off to Maple Grove’s D/HH Program
Earlier this year, parents and staff members from Maple Grove’s D/HH (Deaf and Hard
of Hearing) Program came together to study and evaluate our current program. One
area that both parents and staff wanted to strengthen was overall communication.
With this identified goal, a focus group established a plan of action. Part of this plan is
that D/HH staff will have regular “office hours” after school on Thursdays. The Thursday
office hours create a consistent time and opportunity for D/HH parents to meet with
teachers. We are excited about this collective solution and feel confident it will best
serve our students. Thank you to all D/HH parents and staff for forging a proactive resolution toward stronger communication.

Science Fair Update
Maple Grove’s Science Fair is quickly approaching! This is a much anticipated and exciting event for our students. On Friday, March 25, students
will attend an assembly to “kick-off” the Science Fair. Bruce and Kitty
Spangler will come to Maple Grove to present scientific questions for students in a whimsical and interactive format. Make sure you ask your student about this assembly…we anticipate a lot of fun!
Thank you to Maple Grove’s PTA for sponsoring this event!

Flex Days – A New Format
In past years, Maple Grove has opted for alternating attendance on the Flex Days for
spring assessments. (Students with last names A-L attended one day, M-Z the next.)
This year, our format has changed…PLEASE take note!
Maple Grove will have Flex Days on Friday, April 22nd and Monday, April 25th, 2011.
Students will only attend school based on an individual appointment. Appointment
sign-up was available to families at February’s conferences. If, by chance, you missed
signing up for your child’s Flex Day appointment, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher. Flex Day testing is important, and we want to ensure all students have a
designated time to attend.
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Letter From PTA Presidents
Wow, it's hard to believe that we only have a semester to go!! This year has really flown by but not
without some outstanding events in February like the first annual Grove Gallery/Grandparents Day.
About 60 kids participated creating over 75 art pieces ranging from photography, sculpture, and
painting, to Fiber Art. The kids liked the variety of art and the freedom to create without a lot of
rules. They were able to "show off" their art work to parent artists who reviewed the artwork and to
their Grandparents/Special Persons. Families were able to enjoy a beautiful display in the cafeteria with fresh baked goodies.
Special thanks go to Grove Gallery chairs Liz Lautrup and Tina Glass and their team: Nicole Aulik,
Jen McAdams, Mary MacCallum, Stephanie Aguilar, Lisa Lowe, Lisa Schrag, Becky Hoskins,
Laura Brant, Tanya Dowell, Charlotte Smith, Becky Hoskins, and Sarah and Scott Holdeman.
Andrea Sabadosh and her team created a special setting for our Grandparents/Special persons. A
special thank you goes to grandparent Glenda Sabadosh for designing the centerpieces and the
space. Additional thanks goes to Betsy Angelino, Sandra Hammer and Heather Gothard and
many families who baked the goodies.
Upcoming Events: Gala, Science Fair, Milers, Gallop at the Grove, and more...

Come walk the red carpet on March 19th at the 5th Annual Maple Grove Gala Oscar Night - The
Real Stars Are Our Kids! This adults-only event is $40 per person for an evening filled with music,
dancing, great food and drink ... plus amazing auction items. And Premier Charters will be providing VIP shuttles home. All proceeds from the Gala benefit the academic and technology funds.
With all the recent budget cuts - your support is needed more than ever! If you're unable to attend
the event, please consider donating directly to the technology fund. Every penny counts!
We have exciting changes for the 2011 Science Fair! We will be holding the science show by FutureQuest (Kitty & Bruce Spangler) as an assembly during school hours to better promote the science fair to all students. We hope it builds enthusiasm for science in general, and boosts participation in the Science Fair. More information and the registration form will be coming home in Friday Folders next week, but in the meantime, mark your calendars for April 15th as Science Fair
day! For more information, contact Stacy Chamberlin (303-800-1528) or Becky Hoskins (303-3931444).
The Milers are coming April 13th! The Milers gets kids and families ready for our annual Gallop at
the Grove 5K and 1K run. The Gallop will be on Sunday, May 22nd. Come join your classmates
and parents as they put their best feet forward around the track. Information will be coming out
shortly.
Camp Invention is back again this summer from July 11th through July 15th. Information will be
coming home in the Friday folders. If you have questions, please contact Kristen Maikranz, 5th
grade teacher.

Thank you again for all your participation in our kid's future
Donna and Heather

The Drug Enforcement Agency recently classified K2, Spice and other synthetic marijuana
substances as illegal and dangerous. If you hear your child talking about Ivory Wave, Black
Mamba, Spike or Mr. Smiley, all common names for these drugs, you should pay attention.
Recently, the Drug Enforcement Agency listed Spice as a Schedule 1 drug, in the same category as marijuana, heroin and LSD. Jeffco Public Schools follows federal guidelines; therefore, if a student is caught using, possessing, giving or sharing any of these substances at
school, they will be suspended for five days. The penalty for purchasing or selling them is immediate expulsion. Effective this semester, a second offense within three years from the first
offense will result in a mandatory expulsion.
It is very important to know that while these drugs are illegal federally, they are easily found
at tobacco shops, convenience stories, novelty shops where drug paraphernalia is sold and
online. In many cases, they are sold as incense and labeled “not for human consumption.” Symptoms can include hallucinations, severe agitation, vomiting, elevated heart rate, elevated blood
pressure, tremors, seizures, anxiety, numbness and tingling, or pale appearance.
We encourage parents to look for these products in your child’s possession, discuss the dangers and watch for any symptoms. The district’s office of dropout prevention and recovery has
helpful information on their website to help you if you suspect your child is using drugs. That
website is: http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/drop_out/finish_line/index.html or
you can call them at 303-982-6559.
Your student’s safety and well-being is always our top priority. For more information on student use of drugs and alcohol, refer to the student conduct code book, pages 12-16.
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Math Links
Math homework help
Game-based math practice
Math enrichment

5 week session starts April 7
Thursdays from 4-5 pm
Information and registration forms are
available in the PTA Information Center or register online at
www.mathlinks.webs.com

Questions? Email Luann Swim/Alisa Phenna
mathlinks4u@gmail.com
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Don’t forget all of
the wonderful
local businesses that
support the Maple
Grove
students and staff!
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